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castle of Thurocz, near the Carpathian Mountains. A few days later the Mongols took Pestfa
Whilst these events were taking place in the heart of Hungary, Prince Kadan advanced through Transylvania. After marching three days through forests, he appeared suddenly at ftudan.m The city was captured, and the Count of Ariscalde and 600 German troops were made prisoners. After this Kadau marched upon V&m-dm, which was easily taken and destroyed. The Mongols had some difficulty, however, in storming the citadel. Farther on they reached St. Thomas, and then the great city of Perg, which surrendered after a week's siege. The Mongols forced the captive Eussians, Hungarians, and Kumans to take part in the assault. A few days later ITadan took the monastery of JEgresh. After this he probably joined Batu, but the annals are silent on the subject*
The whole summer and autumn of 1241 the Mongols encamped in the plain of Hungary, without undertaking any military operation. The following winter, when the Danube was frozen, they crossed the river and attacked and destroyed the city of Gran; but they could not force the citadel, which was defended by Count Simeon. The thaw which then happened obliged them to withdraw. But there was another reason for their retreat. While they were besieging the fort Sfc. Martin, a courier arrived bringing news of the great khan's death, with orders for them fco return to Mongolia.
Thus the Mongols left Hungary in 1242; only one corps, under the command of Kadan, being loft behind to pursue the king, Bela. The latter had quitted Thurocz -and repaired to his family in Austria Thence he proceeded to Z&grab (Agram), where he passed the summer of 1242 ; but when informed of the approach of Kadan, he fled to Dalmatia, going first to Spalatro and then to Tram* Finally he hid himself on a small island situated near that place.
706 A city of the Saxons settled in Transylvania.   See note 771.